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Woman of words

FOR someone who says she “never By Sara Bain
wanted to write poetry”, Castle
Douglas author Mary Smith has poetry that remembers cruelty and humibeen forced to eat her words.
liation but which remains measured and

POPPY PASSAGE: Oil on canvas.

Julie in the running
for top artist award
LANGHOLM artist Julie
Dumbarton has been
nominated for one of
Artists & Illustrators’
Artists of the Year in its
annual competition.
Her oil on canvas, Poppy
Passage, impressed the
judges of the landscape section and now it is up to the
public to vote for Julie and
help to pick her as overall
winner.
The competition, held in
conjunction with the prestigious V&A, received a record number of entries for
this year – more than 4,000
in total – and Julie’s painting is amongst the shortlist
of its top 50 artworks.
Voting is open until Tuesday, October 23, and the winners will be announced in a
future
issue
of
the
magazine.
A spokesperson for the
contest said: “Through the
landscape entries we travelled from town to city, often
to the coast and once or twice
to faraway lands.
“The variety in techniques

is evident in our shortlist,
which ranges from the
painterly to the highly detailed.”
The creator of the overall
winning artwork will be
crowned the Artists & Illustrators Artist of the Year
2012 and will receive gallery
representation from leading
London art dealers Osborne
Studio Gallery and £300
worth of vouchers to spend
on courses of his or her
choice at Newlyn School of
Art.
Julie said: “I entered this
year’s artist of the year competition mainly to see if my
work would be shortlisted.
With over 4000 entries, this
would be a fantastic achievement in itself and I’m very
proud to have been selected.
Of course, now that I’ve been
shortlisted, I would really
like to win.”
Anyone who wishes to
support Julie should visit:
www.artistsandillustrators.
co.uk/artists-of-the-year2012-landscape and cast a
vote.

Since being compelled to write poetry in
order to complete her Creative Writing Degree at Glasgow University in Dumfries,
Mary fell in love with verse and has never
looked back.
She said: “When I started the course, I was
a journalist and a prose writer and wanted to
develop my writing along those lines.
“I always liked reading poetry, but didn’t
know that I could write it.
“It wasn’t until I had to read my first poem
out in class that it struck me I had really
written a poem. It was a good feeling.”
The author of fiction novel No More Mulberries and former Galloway News journalist
has had her poems published in numerous
magazines and anthologies.
Her talent for verse saw her being commissioned through Scottish National Heritage and the former DGArts to work with
artists Matt Baker and Sylvana McLean in a
collaborative effort which produced two poetry pamphlets.
Another collaboration won her a national
award last year – the Leaf Book Collaboration
Competition – for Grey Day at Carrick, a cooperative work with Laurieston photographer Phil McMenemy.
Last week Mary’s first full poetry collection
was launched, placing her amongst the prestigious list of highly-acclaimed wordsmiths of
Dumfries and Galloway.
Thousands Pass Here Every Day saw its
debut at the Crichton Campus last Tuesday
evening to a packed audience who came to
hear Mary read her poetry and talk about her
work.
The evening was introduced by awardwinning Dumfries author and poet Tom Pow
who said: “Mary Smith’s poems are trim and
supple. They have to be because their missions cover many landscapes – from the wilds
of South West Scotland to the dramatic and
peopled – landscapes of Afghanistan.
“Her poetry is immediate and vivid ...

humane.”
The poems have been collected throughout
the stages of Mary’s life and explore wideranging themes of homeland, identity and
family.
Characters such as the forestry worker in
Galloway; boys with their flocks of sheep on
Afghanistan’s high pastures; freedom fighters; mothers and sons – all demonstrate
common concerns which connect people.
There is also a sense of how landscape
shapes identities and creates connections.
As a journalist Mary has been widely
published and has written one non-fiction
book and a novel, No More Mulberries, set in
Afghanistan where she worked for several
years.
Her non-fiction book Drunk Chickens and
Burnt Macaroni will be published by Indigo
Dreams Publishing in November 2012.
Former literary development officer for
DGArts, Andrew Forster, said: “The poems in
Mary Smith’s substantial first collection are
wide-ranging in subject matter: from the
landscape of her home region of Dumfries and
Galloway to memories of childhood and
youth, from her time living amidst conflict in
Afghanistan to her experience of family
loss.
“Driven by warmth and compassion, the
poems balance what we may have lost to the
march of history, with what it is we have
managed to retain.”
Mary said: “I’m really thrilled to have my
first full collection in print and I’m so chuffed
poets of the calibre of Tom Pow, Andrew
Forster and Sheila Templeton have written
such wonderful testimonials for it.
“I love the fact that, as Tom says, the book
is out there living its life.
“Having the book in print gives an opportunity to share glimpses of Afghanistan,
the wonders of our landscape, how it was
formed and what it means to me as well as
sharing personal memories which might ring

FIRST COLLECTION: Castle Douglas
author Mary Smith launched her new poetry collection in Dumfries last week.
bells for other people when they read them.
“There is something lovely about the idea of
how my words might touch other people,
might resonate with them.”
Mary will be reading at Wigtown Book
Festival at 1.30pm on Saturday, October 6, in
the Quaker Meeting House.
At 3pm, Dumfries Writers (to which Mary
is a member) will be launching their latest
edition of Southlight.
Thousands Pass Here Every Day is published by Indigo Dreams Publishing.
For further information on Mary and her
works, visit her website on www.marysmith.co.uk.

I n t h e f r a m e Popular strings at Birkhill

Trio in concert

PERFORMERS Nicholas
Jones,
cello;
Pavel Fischer, violin;
and Gunnar Flagstad, piano, take to
the stage at Greyfriars Church on Saturday.
The
musicians,
known as The Nicholas
Jones Trio, are all internationally renowned
and teach at top institutions, including Chetham’s School of Music
and the Royal Northern
College of Music.
An exciting program
of Haydn, Gypsy Rondo
trio, Dvorak, Dumky
Trio and Brahms Trio in

C Minor, will delight
audiences of any age
and taste.
The
performance
takes place at 7:30pm
and tickets are available from the Midsteeple: 01387 253383
and from www.greyfriarsconcerts.com.
This concert is made
possible by the generous
support of St Bride’s
Church (Dumfries) Limited SC040685; Dumfries and Galloway
Council Nithsdale Area
Committee; Holywood
Trust; and Enterprise
Music Scotland.

DOUG Allan has been walloped by a walrus, pawed by a polar bear and wooed by a
whale.
But all that was in the course of his day job as
the wildlife cameraman who Sir David Attenborough described as “the toughest in the
business.”
The multi-award winning wildlife photographer, cameraman, explorer and two-time
winner of the Polar Medal will talk about his
experiences through the lens when he appears
at Theatre Royal in Dumfries on Tuesday,
October 30.
Doug will be hosting an evening of enthralling personal recollections from his travels
around the world as one of the world’s leading
wildlife cameramen.
From being dragged under water by a hungry
walrus to being poked by a polar bear in his
sleep, Doug never fails to entertain with his
exciting stories, Scottish charm and warm
sense of humour.
Earlier this year he published his book,
Freeze Frame, about his life as a polar cameraman and he will be co-hosting Operation
Iceberg, which he also filmed, on BBC2, on
October 14 and 21 .
Doug is well known for his award-winning
photography and for his camerawork on hugely
successful BBC series such as Life, Human
Planet, Blue Planet, Planet Earth and the
recently acclaimed Frozen Planet and Ocean
Giants.
With mesmerising footage and incredible
photographs Doug will chat to his audience
about his latest stories and adventures.
“What’s great about talking face to face is that
it’s my chance to bring people right in behind
the scenes. It’s like live TV only better,” he
said.
Further information from 01387 253383.

DUMFRIES Jazz Club presents a concert
on Sunday, October 14, by Sporting House
Strings who, until the untimely death of
pianist Tommy Burton, featured as the
rhythm section behind the great man.
Tommy Burton’s String accompanists
present a musical tribute to their much loved
and hugely missed “guvnor”, performing a
range of songs and tunes featured by Tommy
and his “fine lads” over the decades.
The rich and unique blend of individual
styles of Thomas “Spats” Langham and Martin
Litton, with Tommy’s long-serving double bass
accompanist, Richard Vernon, provides a nostalgic and personalised interpretation of much
of Tommy’s musical repertoire, with whom the
Sporting House Strings were associated collectively for more than 30 years.
The trio has enjoyed huge, popular support
in the various festivals and jazz venues it has
visited since 2001 and is gradually re-uniting

with long established fans and friends
throughout the UK.
The concert takes place at The Birkhill, St
Mary’s Street, Dumfries, at 8pm and tickets
are available from there and at John Douglas
Music, Great King Street, Dumfries.

Makar in town
SCOTTISH makar Liz Lochead comes to Dumfries
for a special evening visit.
Liz will address the audience at the Brigend Theatre
on Wednesday, October 10,
and will talk about her task as
the nation’s poet laureate and
as a theatrical writer.
Presented by the Wardlaw
Drama Trust, Liz’s talk will
be followed by a question and
answer session.
Liz is well-known for her
humour and her exceptional
ability to engage with her
audience.

Keeping her company on
the night will be local laureate
Hugh McMillan from Penpont
who will bring his own flavour
to the event with some of his
own poems. Hugh is a weelkent face in the region, has
won awards and high praise
for his many books of poetry
and, in particular, for his
pamphlets made in association with Hugh Bryden.
The event begins at 7.30pm
and tickets are available from
the Midsteeple box office,
High Street, Dumfries. Tel:
01387 253383.

